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Education  

2003   University of California at Davis, B.Sc., Animal Biology 
2010   Arizona State University, M.Sc., Biology 
2014                        Arizona State University, Ph.D., Environmental Life Sciences  

(Interdisciplinary degree program in sustainability) 
 

Research Experience 

Since 2025  Programme Area Lead (equivalent to Department Chair),  
Coastal Transformation, Leibniz Centre for Tropical Marine Research 

Since 2025 Associate Professor for Human Geography with focus on Marine and Coastal 
Sustainable Development, Institute for Geography, Faculty of Social Sciences, 
University of Bremen 

2020 – 2025  Professor, University of Bremen, Institute for Geography  
2019 – 2025  Junior Research Group Leader, Leibniz Centre for Tropical Marine Research  
2024   Parental leave 
2020 – 2021  Parental leave 
2016 – 2018  Post-Doctoral Researcher, Leibniz Centre for Tropical Marine Research 
2014 – 2016  Post-Doctoral Researcher, Leibniz-Institute for Freshwater Ecology and Inland  

Fisheries (IGB) 
2013 – 2014   Policy Fellow, Office of Aquaculture, National Marine Fisheries Service,  

National Ocean and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), USA 
2009   Visiting researcher, Prescott College Kino Bay Field Station, Mexico 
 
Management Experience 

2023 Conference Organizer, MARE People and the Sea Conference 
2023, 2026 Co-Organizer, ZAC4/ZAC7 Internal ZMT Conference 
2022 Organizer, special session at Conference ECSA59 (San Sebastian, Spain) 
2016 – 2017 Organizer, Social Science Seminar Series, ZMT 
2013  NOAA Organizer of 41st U.S. Japan Natural Resources Panel on Aquaculture 

(Sapporo, Japan) and Administrative Meeting (Yokohama, Japan) 
2011    American Fisheries Society 141st Annual Meeting Symposium, USA 
 

Teaching and Supervision 

2019 – present  Tourism, Development, and Sustainability (in English, University of Bremen) 
2024 – present  Geography Proseminar (in German, University of Bremen) 
2019 – 2023  Descriptive Statistics (Bilingual, University of Bremen) 
2018   Experimental Methods and Statistics (ZMT) 
2015   Advanced Statistics: Generalized Linear Mixed Models (IGB) 
2008 – 2010  General and Honors Biology Lab (Arizona State University) 
2003 – 2008  English as a foreign language teacher – Vocational secondary schools  

(Fukuoka and Osaka, Japan) 
 
2018 – present  Completed Supervision – 2 PhD Dissertations, 8 Master’s Theses 
 
 



Funding 

2025 – 2030 Principal Investigator, Leibniz Programme for Women Professors ‘STEPS’ 
                      1,552,895 € 
2019 – 2024 Principal Investigator, BMBF SOEF Junior Research Group ‘TransTourism’

        1,957,589 € 
2016 Principal Investigator, “CODEVELOP shared values for shared resources” 

ZMT Postdoctoral Research Grant.                 5,000 € 
  
Professional Activities and Memberships 

2025 – present  Assistant Editor, People and Nature 
2021 – 2024  Ombudsperson, Leibniz Centre for Tropical Marine Research, Germany 
2019 – 2023  Speaker for Institute Research Programme Area 4 
2010 Certified Scientific Diver, American Academy of Underwater Sciences 
2023 – 2024  Review Editor, Climate and Decision Making 
2023  Lead Guest Editor, Ocean & Coastal Management Special Issue  
2018 Guest Editor, Ocean & Coastal Management Special Issue  
 

Honors and Recognitions 

2013 – 2014  Knauss Marine Policy Fellowship     (Scholarship, $56,500) 
2013    ASU School of Life Sciences Completion Award   (Scholarship, $10,484) 
 
Oral Presentations (selected) 

2024 International Small Islands Studies Association 19th Islands of the World 
Conference. “Addressing tourism-generated wastewater as a global 
sustainability challenge for island nature-based tourism destinations” Lombok, 
Indonesia 

2023 Keynote “Equity at a crossroads: Inclusivity and justice” ICYMARE 
Oldenburg. 

2023 ECSA59, “Tourism-generated wastewater as an interdisciplinary challenge – 
co-producing knowledge and identifying distal drivers to shift systems to 
sustainability” San Sebastian, Spain 

2021   Keynote “Transdisciplinary Sustainability Science” YOUMARES12, Hamburg. 
2018    LEADS Symposium, “Eco-tourism and the triple bottom line:  

a mixed method study to understand preferences for wastewater management 
by the tourism sector” Berlin, Germany 

2016 Pathways Human Dimensions Kenya. “Transdisciplinary science and 
stakeholder engagement: A before-after-impact-control study on learning for 
sustainable stocking in German recreational fisheries” Nanyuki, Kenya 

2015 EIFAAC Symposium. “Engaging with stakeholders for sustainable inland 
fisheries” Lillehammer, Norway 

2014 7th World Recreational Fishing Conference. “A randomized experiment of 
lecture-based instruction on recreational angler knowledge and attitude shifts” 
Campinas, Brazil 

2013 26th International Congress for Conservation Biology. “Using changes in 
recreational angler site demand to infer the cost imposed by a marine reserve 
in the central Gulf of California, Mexico” Baltimore, MD, USA     

2013  Invited Talk, “Marine reserves, an economic approach: using data on 
behavior to recommend a fine” NOAA Central Library, Silver Spring, MD, USA 

2011  The Wildlife Society’s 18th Annual Conference. “Marine reserves protect fish 
from people: Assessing the effects of conservation policy on human use” 
Waikoloa, HI, USA 

2011 American Fisheries Society 141st Annual Meeting. “The performance of quasi-
experimental BACI studies of fish populations in coupled human-
environmental systems” Seattle, WA, USA 



2010  Invited Talk. Sustainable Finance for Isla San Pedro Mártir. “Recreational 
Angler Use of Isla San Pedro Mártir” La Paz, Mexico 
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